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Welcome to 2025: Your Impact in Action, a reflection 
on how your gifts help our students, researchers, and 
the development of the RCSI campus. Every student 
assisted, every research breakthrough advanced, every 
patient who benefits from better healthcare taught 
by inspirational faculty in great facilities begins with 
your support. This report shows the impact you have 
made possible. As part of the RCSI community, you are 
helping to shape the future of healthcare.  

Thanks to the generosity of 315 alumni and friends, 
€3.8 million was raised in philanthropic support in 2025. 
Each story in this report began with an act of generosity. 
Throughout these pages, you will meet students 
whose ambitions have been made possible through 
alumni-funded scholarships, clinical elective grants, and 
research opportunities. You will hear from students who 
received support through the student hardship fund 
when unexpected financial challenges threatened to 
disrupt their studies. You will also discover how  
donor-funded research is bringing new hope to  
patients and their families. You made all this possible.  

Alumni support has also helped enhance the 
environment where our work takes place. In 2025, 
students, researchers and staff began using our new 
education and research building at 118 St Stephen’s 
Green – it is already a vibrant hub that is helping 
to bring our community of healthcare professionals 
together with the public to share healthcare knowledge 
and help to build a healthier future for all. 

On behalf of everyone whose lives have been touched 
by your generosity, I want to offer my heartfelt thanks. 
Your philanthropic gifts continue to create opportunities 
and change lives.

With sincere thanks, 

Aíne Gibbons 
Director of Development, Alumni Relations,  
Fellows, and Members

A Note of Thanks from Aíne
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“Thanks to the generosity 
of 315 alumni and friends, 
€3.8 million was raised in 
philanthropic support in 
2025.”
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2025 IMPACT IN NUMBERS 

Thanks to you:

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION

36
students received alumni-funded clinical elective grants to 
undertake clinical placements in 13 countries worldwide gaining 
hands-on experience in places such as Panama, South Africa, 
Tanzania, and the US. 

13
students received grants to take part in an eight-week research 
summer school gaining experience in laboratory techniques and 
patient-focused research. 

16
students received life-changing scholarships across 5 programmes: 
Medicine, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Dentistry, Sports and Advanced 
Therapeutic Technologies. 
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4
alumni chose to leave a gift in their will to RCSI helping the university 
to invest in education, research, and student opportunities.

research initiatives tackling some of healthcare’s most pressing 
challenges received donor support in areas including brain cancer, 
cerebral palsy, global surgery, spinal cord injury, and surgical 
innovation. 
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Scholarships
In recent years over 300 alumni have generously funded scholarships in 
RCSI. Scholarships promote academic excellence while helping to reduce 
financial barriers for talented students wishing to pursue a career in 
healthcare. In 2025, sixteen students received a scholarship to attend RCSI 
bringing the total number of students receiving scholarship awards this year 
to fifty-nine. Your gifts help sustain the Aim High and Consilio Manuque 
Scholarship Programmes, ensuring that capable and committed students 
like Julia, Kamran and Thomas (pictured below) can achieve their potential. 

Dr Hamad Al Jaber, Class of 1997 supports scholarships in RCSI and told 
us: “RCSI gave me far more than a medical education - it instilled in 
me the values of excellence, compassion, and service that have guided 
my career. Supporting scholarships is my way of ensuring that talented 
young people, regardless of their financial circumstances, have the  
same opportunity to pursue their ambitions. When we invest in students, 
we are not simply funding an education; we are investing in future 
doctors, future leaders, and ultimately in the lives of the patients and 
communities they will serve.”

Thank you to all alumni for the difference you are making to these  
students’ futures.

STUDENT PROGRAMMES
Thanks to donors like you, RCSI students are supported at every 
stage of their journey through scholarships, research opportunities, 
clinical elective placements, and emergency financial assistance. 

Opening Doors to Medicine 
Julia, Medicine Scholarship

“My time at RCSI and the scholarship has truly 
changed my life. It has opened my mind not 
only to science but to humanity and shown me 
what is possible when you use your drive and passion 
to work towards your goals. Scholarships play a vital 
role in increasing access to medical education by 
easing financial pressures. They help to break cycles 
where higher education might otherwise have felt 
out of reach. I am deeply grateful to the benefactors 
whose support has created so many opportunities for 
me during my time at RCSI.” 

59  
students 
are 
receiving 
scholarship 
awards 
thanks to 
alumni and 
friends.  

“Scholarships 
help to 

break cycles 
where higher 

education might 
otherwise have 

felt out of 
reach.”

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION

Julia is pictured at her graduation from the 
School of Medicine in June 2026.
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Rowing towards Excellence in Sport 
and Study
Thomas, Professor Moira O’Brien Sports 

Scholarship 

“The Professor Moira O'Brien Sports 
Scholarship helped me to balance the 
demands of medicine and competitive rowing. 
It funded my rowing club membership and 
helped me to secure suitable accommodation, 
including facilities for meal preparation – an 
essential factor in maintaining performance. 
The scholarship also allowed me to 
participate in international regattas and major 
rowing events including Henley Royal Regatta, 
London Metropolitan Regatta, and the Head 
of the River Race. I am excited to continue  
developing as both a student and an athlete 
while competing at the highest level.” 

A Career-Defining First Step 
Kamran, Dentistry Scholarship

“I was honoured to be the first recipient of the new Dentistry Scholarship at RCSI - it has 
allowed me to fully focus on my studies without the pressure of financial concerns. In Year 2, 
as the course becomes more demanding, the impact of the scholarship will be even more 
significant in helping me dedicate myself to academic and clinical training. One of the most 
memorable moments of my first year was meeting my very first patient at the RCSI Dental 
Education Centre in Sandyford. Moving from simulation training to treating a real patient felt 
like my first real step towards becoming a practising dentist. It is a moment I will carry with me 
throughout my career. I am grateful for the support that has made this journey possible.”  

“Meeting my first patient felt 
like my first real step towards 
becoming a practising dentist.”

“The scholarship allowed me to 
participate in international regattas 
and major rowing events.”

Kamran is 
pictured being 
awarded his 
scholarship 
at the 2026 
Consilio 
Manuque 
Awards 
Ceremony.

Thomas is pictured at a rowing event.
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CLINICAL ELECTIVES
Each year, thanks to alumni donors, students receive grants to undertake 
clinical elective placements in hospitals around the world, gaining experiences 
that often shape their future careers in medicine. In 2025, your gifts helped 
thirty-six students, including Jadesola and Emmanuel, to travel to countries 
such as Panama, Tanzania and the US where they worked in a variety of clinical 
environments. Whether learning in highly specialised hospitals or resource-
limited settings, students gain valuable insights into patient care, teamwork and 
the challenges faced by healthcare systems globally. Students tell us that these 
elective placements can be truly life-changing and are so appreciative of support 
from alumni which makes these opportunities possible.  

“I completed my elective placement in 
paediatric oncology at Muhimbili National 
Hospital in Tanzania. I assisted the team during 
ward rounds, clinics, and procedures, including 
a bone marrow biopsy, which was a particularly 
memorable experience. One of the main 
challenges was working in a setting where 
investigations and treatments were often 
limited or delayed. I learned a great deal from 

local doctors, who taught me the importance 
of careful history-taking and examination, and 
how to adapt care using available resources. 
It was also emotionally challenging to see 
children with advanced disease, but I focused 
on the positive difference we could still make. 
I returned with a stronger appreciation of 
patient care in all settings. Thank you for 
helping me broaden my experience.”

Developing Skills and Resilience in Tanzania 
Jadesola

Jadesola on her clinical elective placement in 
paediatric oncology in Tanzania.

“I learned a 
great deal 
from local 
doctors who 
taught me 
how to adapt 
care using 
available 
resources.”

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION
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“During my anaesthesia elective placement in the University 
of Rochester, I was involved in both routine and emergency 
obstetric cases, including preparing for caesarean deliveries 
and assisting in high-pressure situations. Over time, I grew 
in confidence and clinical judgement. A defining moment 
was participating in an emergency caesarean hysterectomy, 
where I witnessed the team’s rapid, coordinated response 
under pressure. This experience strongly reinforced my interest 
in surgery and highlighted the importance of teamwork, 
teaching, and mentorship in clinical practice. The grant 
provided essential support for travel, housing, and living 
expenses in Rochester, enabling me to fully engage in the 
elective placement experience.” 

Learning in High-Pressure Clinical Environments 
Emmanuel

Emmanuel gained valuable 
experience on his clinical elective 

placement in University of 
Rochester.

In the last 
academic year, 
36 students 
were awarded 
clinical elective 
grants to travel 
to 32 hospitals 
across 13 
countries 
worldwide such 
as Canada, 
Panama, South 
Africa, the US, 
and Vietnam.

“This grant 
enabled 
me to fully 
engage in 
the clinical 
elective 
placement 
experience.”



STUDENT HARDSHIP FUND
 

“Sometimes the stress of financial 
hardship can seep into all aspects 
of your life; the assistance from the 
Student Hardship Fund really made all 
the difference in my overall well-being. 
The support allowed me to focus 
on my education and development. 
Sincere thanks to those who contribute 
to the Fund for their generosity.”  

“As a student facing unexpected financial 
difficulties, receiving this support has been 
life-changing. It allowed me to focus on my 
studies without the overwhelming stress of 
financial uncertainty. Your generosity has 
made a profound impact, not just on my 
education, but on my future.  
Thank you for believing in students like me 
and making a difference in our lives.”

“I want to express my gratitude to all donors who contribute to the Student Hardship 
Fund. During my studies, my family faced a huge financial burden, which made it 
difficult for me to afford transport to and from university, pay for food, and have 
access to study materials. The assistance I received made it easier for me to 
commit to my studies without being worried about making ends meet.  
I feel lucky to study in an institution where students are supported by such kind  
and generous people.”  

Students pictured are RCSI students and are not 
recipients of the Student Hardship Fund.

Thanks to the continued generosity of alumni, 
the Student Hardship Fund is a vital lifeline 
for students facing emergency financial crises 
during the academic year. Whether due to 
a sudden family illness, the loss of parental 
income or unforeseen events, financial 
hardship can place a student’s education at 
risk. Your generosity helps students focus on 
their education, maintain their well-being, and 
continue pursuing their ambitions in healthcare. 
Students tell us that knowing alumni care 
about them gives them the determination and 
confidence to persevere despite the challenges. 
Below, students who received support in 2025 
share how the Fund helped them through some 
of their most difficult moments.

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION

 9



RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION

 10

Expanding Student 
Opportunities in 
Dentistry 
Led by Professor Albert Leung, the RCSI 
School of Dentistry welcomed its first thirty 
students in its inaugural year, creating new 
pathways for students to develop clinical skills 
through direct patient care. The programme 
is already making a positive difference for 
both students and the communities they 
serve.

During their first six months of study, 
students developed clinical skills in simulated 
learning environments before progressing 
to community-based dental clinics through 
the RCSI Dental Education Centre (DEC) 
in Sandyford. Students have since treated 
more than 100 patients in the clinics who 
might otherwise not have access to dental 
care. Patients of all ages have accessed 
the clinics, from teenagers to older adults.  
Under the close supervision of experienced 
and clinically qualified RCSI staff, students 
have carried out comprehensive clinical 
examinations, taken radiographs to support 
diagnosis, provided preventive treatments 

and oral health education, and delivered a 
range of treatments including gum disease 
management, fissure sealants and  
tooth-coloured restorations. As they learn, 
students are contributing to better care for 
patients and families in local communities.  

Patients who accessed the community-based 
dental clinics told us: “The staff and students 
were incredibly supportive and caring. 
I was very nervous about attending the 
dentist, but they made me feel comfortable 
throughout my appointment and it has 
made me want to come back again.”  

“This was the first time attending the 
dentist and I was very nervous about 
whether I would have any problems.  
I was reassured that my oral health was in 
good condition, received a professional 
cleaning, and was advised to return for 
fissure sealants and routine follow-up care. 
I was really happy to hear this and left 
feeling much more confident about my  
oral health.”

Professor Albert Leung, Head of RCSI School of 
Dentistry pictured with students during simulation 
training. 
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RESEARCH 
In 2025, donor support advanced five research initiatives in brain cancer, cerebral 
palsy, spinal cord injury, global surgery, and surgical innovation. Philanthropy 
enabled researchers to pursue new ideas, improve treatments, and bring hope 
to patients and families facing some of healthcare's most complex challenges. 
The research is focused on patients whose lives may one day be changed by the 
discoveries you are helping to make possible. Below we share how one grateful 
patient transformed his personal experience into an opportunity to help others 
facing brain cancer. His gift is helping to accelerate research and bring new hope 
to patients and families affected by this devastating disease.

For patients and families facing a 
glioblastoma (GBM) diagnosis, new treatment 
options cannot come soon enough. GBM is 
the most aggressive form of primary brain 
cancer, with limited treatment options and 
poor survival outcomes. Inspired by his 
own experience as a grateful patient, an 
anonymous donor chose to support the 
GBM Research Programme in the hope of 
helping future patients and families facing 
this disease. Led by Mr Kieron Sweeney, 
Consultant Neurosurgeon at Beaumont 
Hospital, and Professor Annette Byrne, 
Professor of Physiology and Head of Precision 
Cancer Medicine at RCSI, the programme is 
developing more personalised approaches to 
treatment by understanding how individual 
tumours behave and respond to therapy.

In 2025, researchers used advanced 
techniques to identify patterns in how 
tumours interact with the immune system 
and are developing new ways to deliver 
treatments directly to the brain, including 
drug-loaded gels applied during surgery. 
Together, these advances are bringing more 
personalised treatment approaches closer to 
reality and offering new hope for patients and 
families affected by brain cancer. The donor 
continues to follow the programme’s progress, 
seeing first-hand how philanthropy is helping 
to accelerate discoveries that could one day 
transform outcomes for patients and families 
facing this devastating disease.

From Grateful Patient to Donor: 
Helping Patients Facing Brain Cancer  

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION
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Professor John J. Ryan Distinguished Guest 
Lecture and Medal at Research Day  

Pictured (l-r): Professor 
Fergal O'Brien, Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor, Research 
and Innovation, RCSI; 
Professor David Mooney, 
Wyss Institute, Harvard 
University; and Dr Ingmar 
Schoen, Senior Lecturer, 
School of Pharmacy and 
Biomolecular Sciences, 
RCSI. 

More than fifteen years ago, one alumnus 
had a vision to inspire future generations of 
researchers, strengthen the reputation of 
research at RCSI, and bring internationally 
recognised researchers to the university to 
share their groundbreaking work. Thanks to 
the generosity of Professor John J. Ryan, 
Class of 1977, that vision continues today 
through the John J. Ryan Distinguished Guest 
Lecture and Medal presented annually at 
RCSI Research Day. 

Since 2010, the lecture series has hosted 15 
leading researchers to RCSI to share their 
expertise, inspire students and researchers, 
and encourage collaboration across 
disciplines. What began as the vision of 
one alumnus has become a valued part of 
Research Day and an enduring contribution to 
research excellence at RCSI. In 2025, the John 
J. Ryan Distinguished Guest Lecture Medal 
was awarded to Professor David Mooney of 
Harvard University and the Wyss Institute, 
whose lecture explored how advances in 
biomaterials and tissue engineering may 

improve patient outcomes in areas such as 
regenerative medicine and cancer treatment. 
Through Professor Ryan’s philanthropy, 
students and researchers continue to benefit 
from opportunities to learn from world-
leading experts, helping to inspire the next 
generation of healthcare innovators. Professor 
Ryan reflected on the importance of research 
in medical education and practice:  
“I am privileged to support such an 
important day in the RCSI calendar. 
Research is fundamental to modern 
medicine. It provides the evidence that 
guides clinical practice and ensures 
patients receive the highest standard of 
care. Exposure to research during medical 
school helps future physicians develop the 
critical thinking skills needed to evaluate 
new evidence and apply it effectively. In my 
experience, RCSI provides an environment 
where this can flourish, giving graduates 
the confidence and insight to deliver the 
best possible care for their patients.”
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“I worked in both the Apjohn Lab and the Research Centre 
in Beaumont, gaining hands-on experience in chemistry 
and microbiology. I learned techniques such as peptide 
synthesis, chromatography, and microbiology testing, while 
also developing problem-solving skills through repeated 
experimentation. The experience showed me how research 
and clinical medicine complement each other. It gave me a 
new appreciation for research as a creative, problem-solving 
discipline that can directly inform healthcare practice.  
This opportunity was made possible through alumni  
support, for which I am so grateful.” 

Creativity and Discovery in the Lab
Mishari, 2025 Research Summer School participant

RESEARCH SUMMER SCHOOL  
Each summer, donor support enables students to take part in RCSI’s eight-week 
Research Summer School (RSS), where they gain practical research experience 
across a wide range of projects. In 2025, 13 students received alumni-funded 
bursaries to work alongside RCSI researchers. Below, Mishari shares how the 
experience gave him a new appreciation for research and its role in improving 
patient care. Alumni support makes opportunities like this possible, helping 
students benefit from RCSI’s integrated approach to medicine.

In 2025, 13 
students received 
alumni-funded 
bursaries to 
take part in the 
Research Summer 
School, gaining  
hands-on 
experience 
in research 
areas including 
biochemistry, 
cancer, cystic 
fibrosis, epilepsy, 
health services 
research, 
immunology and 
neuroscience.

“The Research Summer School gave me a new 
appreciation for research as a discipline that can 
directly inform healthcare practice.”

Mishari is pictured in the lab in Beaumont as part of the 2025 RSS.

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION
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In 2025, sixteen alumni and friends chose 
to support 118 St Stephen’s Green through 
named spaces within the new seven-storey  
building (which came second in the 
Public Choice Category at the Royal Irish 
Architecture Awards 2026). The Ground Floor 
Auditorium, Group Study Rooms, Learning 
Commons, Rooftop Terrace and Seminar 
Rooms bring the new facilities to life and pay 
tribute to inspirational individuals celebrating 
their career success and pride in their 
connection to RCSI.  

Located on the ground floor of 118 St 
Stephen’s Green, Humanarium is RCSI’s free 
public health exhibition space and café. At 
a time when health information can often 
be confusing or contradictory, Humanarium 

provides a trusted and accessible space for 
the public to engage with health and science. 
Humanarium invites visitors of all ages to 
explore health, well-being, and medical 
innovation in an engaging way. Its current 
exhibition, Heart: more than a beat, allows 
visitors to discover the science behind every 
heartbeat while learning how lifestyle choices 
and medical advances can support heart 
health. Through spaces like Humanarium, 
alumni founding patrons are helping to make 
health knowledge more accessible while 
strengthening the connection between RCSI 
and the wider community. 

To learn more about Humanarium and 
our vision for a healthier future, visit the 
Humanarium website.

CAMPUS 
Philanthropic gifts helped make 2025 an 
exceptional year for campus development at 
RCSI, enabling the creation of new teaching and 
research spaces where students learn, researchers 
collaborate, and communities engage with 
healthcare in meaningful ways. 

118 St Stephen’s Green and Humanarium

Humanarium makes health information more accessible to the public.

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION

http://www.humanarium.ie
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Honouring Our Donors in 118 St Stephen’s 
Green and Humanarium
The generosity of alumni and friends has helped create a vibrant 
new home for education and research at 118 St Stephen's Green. 
Throughout the building, named spaces recognise donors whose 
philanthropy is helping to shape the future of healthcare.

The Charitable Infirmary Auditorium is 
a central venue for lectures, events and 
community engagement.

The Professor Chee Thong Seminar Room 
supporting teaching, learning and discussion 
for students and staff.

Professors Clare Tempany-Afdhal and Nezam Afdhal visiting the 
Afdhal & Tempany Commons and Terrace.

Mr Hilal Bahia pictured outside his Group Study Room. 
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Students pictured in the Dr James Dooner Learning 
Commons and Amphitheatre.

Dr Saleh Fares 
Al-Ali visiting his 
named Seminar 
Room.

Dr John Griffin, 
founding patron 
of Humanarium.

Mr Hilal Bahia, 
Dr Erika Keane 
and Dr Antonia 
Lehane visiting 
the Association 
of Medical and 
Dental Graduates 
of RCSI Group 
Study Room.

The Lord Darzi of Denham Boardroom.
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LEGACY GIVING   
Legacy gifts create a lasting impact at RCSI, helping 
to support future generations of students, researchers, 
and healthcare professionals. Through gifts in wills and 
estates, alumni and friends of the University are helping to 
strengthen education, advance research, and ensure that 
future opportunities remain accessible for years to come. 
The story below reflects the enduring connection that many 
alumni continue to feel towards the University and the 
difference their support can make.  

A Life Shaped by Opportunity and 
a Legacy Rooted in Gratitude
When Dr Charles Young, Class of 1980, 
reflects on how he came to study medicine, 
his story begins in the US during the 
uncertainty of the 1960s. At the height of the 
Vietnam War, competition for medical school 
places was intense and, despite strong grades 
and determination, Charles was unable to 
secure a place. While completing a master’s 
degree in Preventive Medicine at New York 
University, Charles met Professor Kevin Cahill, 
then Chair of Tropical Medicine at RCSI, 
who encouraged him to apply to study in 
Dublin - a conversation that would change 
the course of his life. “Ireland offered me the 
opportunity my own country couldn’t at the 
time,” Charles recalls. 

At RCSI, Charles became part of an 
international student community that 
broadened his outlook far beyond medicine. 
He formed lasting friendships through the 
RCSI Rowing Club and was inspired by 
teachers whose passion and commitment left 
an impression. “The teaching at RCSI was 
exceptional,” he says. “The professors cared 
deeply - about their subjects and about 
teaching.” 

After returning to the United States to 
complete his training, Charles pursued a 
career in ophthalmology, inspired in part 
by his father and by experiences during his 
clinical years at RCSI. Although his career 
unfolded in the United States, his connection 
to Ireland and to RCSI remained strong. 

“At home I often spoke to my family about 
the impact that Ireland and my time at 
RCSI had on me,” he says. “It must have 
sunk in - my son later decided to follow 
in my footsteps and study in Dublin too.” 
Now retired from clinical practice, Charles 
continues to reflect on the opportunities RCSI 
gave him and the role they played in shaping 
his life and career. His decision to support the 
University through a legacy gift stems from a 
deep sense of gratitude and a desire to create 
opportunities for future generations.

“Without RCSI, I would never have been 
able to do what I did in life,” he says. 

Charles’ legacy gift will ensure that RCSI can 
continue to invest in education, research, and 
student opportunity wherever the need is 
greatest in the years ahead. 

RCSI 2025: YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION

Dr Charles Young, Class of 
1980 left a legacy gift to 
RCSI.
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RCSI University of Medicine and Health Sciences
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
123 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, D02 YN77, Ireland.

Tel +353 1 402 2575
Email alumnioffice@rcsi.ie
www.rcsi.com

THANK YOU  
Alumni donors are the driving force behind the  

progress detailed in this report. The stories spanning  
2025 highlight just a few of the ways philanthropy is 

elevating RCSI. Whether funding a student scholarship, 
advancing medical research, or supporting world class 

facilities, your belief in healthcare fuels our mission.  
Thank you for your continued partnership.


