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Name: Wayne Cunningham 

Title: Professor of Family Medicine and Director Intermediate Cycle 
Start date with RCSI Bahrain: 2/1/2015 
Department: Family Medicine 
Specialty: Family Medicine 

 

Third Level Education / Academic Awards: 
 
Date Awarded Awarding Institution: Qualification Title: 

12/1/1983 University of Auckland Carrick Robertson Surgical 
Prize, Auckland School of 
Medicine 1983 

 
 

Professional Qualifications: 
 
Date Awarded Awarding Institution: Qualification Title: 

1981 University of Auckland Bachelor of Human Biology 
1983 University of Auckland Bachelor of Medicine Bachelor of 

Surgery 
1995 Royal New Zealand College of 

General Practitioners 
Fellowship of the Royal New Zealand 
College of General Practitioners 

1999 University of Otago Master of General Practice 
(Distinction) 

2007 Doctor of Medicine University of Auckland 
 
Previous Academic Positions: 
 
Date (To - From): Institution: Position: 

2000 To 2015 University of Otago Senior Lecturer in General Practice 
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Teaching Experience: 
 

I have taught at all levels of medical education including undergraduate, postgraduate and vocational. 

 
Current Research and Scholarly Activities: 
 

Currently engaged in research on patient safety in primary care and in dying. 

 
Summary of Publication History: (Last 10 years only) 
 
Publication Details: Journal Impact Factor: 
Wilson H, Cunningham W. Being a doctor: 
Understanding medical practice. Dunedin: Otago 
University Press, 2013. ISBN 978 1 877578 36 6 

 

Llewellyn R, Jaye C, Egan R, Cunningham W, 
Young J and Radue P. 2016. Employing 
Imaginative Rationality: Using Metaphor When 
Discussing Death. Medical Humanities. doi: 
10.1136/medhum-2016-011014. 

 

Cunningham W, Dovey S. Educating 
vocationally trained family physicians: a 
survey of graduates from a Postgraduate 
Medical Education programme. J Prim Health 
Care 2016;8(2):115–121. 10.1071/HC16016 

 

Loan I, Cunningham W, Jaye C. Understanding 
depression in Tokelauan people in New Zealand. 
J Prim Health Care 2016; 8(1):67–74. 

 

Stuart T, Cunningham W. The impact of patient's 
complaints on New Zealand dentists. New 
Zealand Dental Journal 2015;111:25-29. 

 

Cunningham W, Wilson H. Republished 
original viewpoint: Complaints, shame and 
defensive medicine. Postgrad Med J  2011; 
87(1034): 837-840.   

 

Dovey S, Loh LW, Cunningham WK. Leveraging 
information from New Zealand statistical data: A 
first step to wisdom in transforming unmet need 
for general practice services. NZ Med J 2011; 
124(1334). 

 

Cunningham W, Wilson H. Complaints, 
shame and defensive medicine. BMJ Qual Saf 
2011; 20(5): 449-52. 

 

Cunningham W, Cookson T. Addressing stress 
related impairment in doctors. A survey of 
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providers’ and doctors’ experiences of a funded 
counselling service in New Zealand. NZ Med J 
2009; 122 (1300). 
Dovey S, Tilyard M, Cunningham W, 
Williamson M. Public and private funding of 
general practice services for children and 
adolescents in New Zealand. Health Policy 2011; 
103: 24-30. 

 
 

Cunningham W. Being a professional general 
practitioner and using principles of 
professionalism to consider workforce issues in 
general practice. NZ Fam Physician 2008; 35(3): 
159-63 

 

Cunningham W, Dovey S. Defensive changes in 
medical practice and the complaints process: a 
qualitative study of New Zealand doctors. NZ 
Med J 2006; 119 (1244). 

Cunningham W, Dovey S. Defensive changes 
in medical practice and the complaints process: a 
qualitative study of New Zealand doctors. NZ 
Med J 2006; 119 (1244). 

 
 


