
Cancer Screening & Early Diagnosis:

The Case for Lung Cancer

21st September 2023

Prof Patrick Redmond

PRiCAN (Primary Care Research into Cancer)
Department of General Practice (RCSI)

predmond@rcsi.ie

RCSI Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland  Coláiste Ríoga na Máinleá in Éirinn



DISCLOSURES

• RCSI Employee

• Funding

– Irish Cancer Society

– EU4Health

– Health Research Board

– National Institute for Health Research (NIHR)

– Academy of Medical Sciences

Views expressed are solely my own and not necessarily 

those of the funder.



PRIMARY CARE’S ROLE IN CANCER CARE



NCRI. Awareness Infographic Lung Cancer. November 2022

LUNG CANCER



SOCIAL GRADIENT



WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES?



Low-dose CT

16% relative reduction in lung 
cancer mortality (Field et al., 2021)



Low-dose CT



COMMUNITY BASED; MOBILE



LUNG ‘HEALTH CHECK’

• Age 55-74

• (ex)Smoker

• Socio-

economic 

deprivation

• Rural v Urban

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanepe.2021.100179

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanepe.2021.100179


LUNG CANCER SCREENING: CHALLENGES

Uptake of lung cancer screening = ↓

30.7% response rate in the UKLS trial (2021)

High-risk, hard to reach groups 

(deprived areas, low socioeconomic backgrounds, LGBTQ+ community, mental 
health conditions, homeless population)



ENGAGEMENT



PROS & CONS

https://www.iarc.fr/infographics/benefits-and-harms-of-lung-cancer-

screening/

https://www.iarc.fr/infographics/benefits-and-harms-of-lung-cancer-screening/


CHALLENGES



WHAT NEXT?

• Irish Targeted Lung Health Check Pilot

– Community Based

– Mobile LDCT

– COPD Detection, Smoking Cessation, Research Component

• Access, equity, shared decision making

• Biomarkers & AI

• Smoking cessation

• Training & Resourcing 

• Education & Engagement



QUESTIONS/CONTACT

predmond@rcsi.ie

@PRiCAN_Research

mailto:predmond@rcsi.ie

