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STUDY RCSI PHARMACY

BECOME A FUTURE 
READY PHARMACIST

RCSI’s Pharmacy programme is clinically focused, meaning that 
the patient is at the centre of everything we do. It prepares you 
for an evolving profession, with prescribing and other advanced 
practice elements embedded in the curriculum, ensuring RCSI 
graduates are ready for expanded roles in Ireland and beyond.
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BECOME A FUTURE 
READY PHARMACIST 
It is an exciting time for pharmacy 
in Ireland, as recent developments 
recognising pharmacists’ expertise 
have expanded their role into areas 
such as prescribing. Pharmacists 
can now prescribe for a range of 
common conditions, paving the 
way for further role expansion. 
RCSI’s Pharmacy programme has 
always been future-focused and it 
uniquely prepares our students for 
these advanced roles with elements 
of prescribing already incorporated 
into the curriculum.

How drugs are made 
into tablets, injections, 

inhalers

How drugs are 
discovered/ made

How these drugs 
interact with the body

How these drugs interact 
with other drugs and 

other diseases

Ability to apply this vast 
knowledge to improve 

patient outcomes

PHARMACISTS ARE 
THE EXPERTS IN MEDICINES

BE THE MEDICINE EXPERT
As a trusted profession, Pharmacy is about optimising patients’ health and pharmacists are 
essential members of healthcare teams working in all sectors of healthcare. Pharmacists are integral 
to patient care, offering a range of services beyond dispensing medications, including personalised 
medication management, health screenings, vaccinations, and chronic disease management, while 
also working closely with doctors, nurses, and other healthcare professionals to ensure patients 
receive the most appropriate and effective treatments. 
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WHAT MAKES THIS PHARMACY DEGREE DIFFERENT?

RCSI’s Future Ready Pharmacists will be most prepared for new and 
growing pharmacy landscapes as we already incorporate prescribing 
training into our teaching.

We are experts in training healthcare professionals. You will study 
alongside future colleagues in Medicine, Physiotherapy and Dentistry, 
ensuring the multidisciplinary nature of patient care is reflected in your 
education.

We bring theory to life. Learn clinical skills and how to interact with 
patients from the first year of the programme and avail of the 
real-world experience of our patient-facing teacher practitioners.

RCSI’S PHARMACY SYSTEMS BASED APPROACH
The curriculum is integrated around RCSI’s Pharmacy System Based Approach so you learn 
and understand each system of the body end to end. There are four disciplines covered: Life 
Sciences, Chemistry, Pharmaceutical and Pharmacy Practice. 

There are 10 systems covered: Cardiovascular Health, Respiratory Health, Musculoskeletal 
and Haematological Health, Central Nervous System Health, Endocrine Health, Sex, Gender 
and Health, Immunology and Protective Structures, Liver and Kidney Health, Cancer Care and 
Stages of Life.

3. PHARMACEUTICS
How drugs are 
transformed from 
powders to tablets /
injections/ inhalers

1. LIFE SCIENCE
Learn how the body works 

and the dieases/conditions
 that can affect it

4. PHARMACY PRACTICE
How to prescribe, how 
to counsel patients on
 usage and managing 
their condition and 
expanded services

2. CHEMISTRY
How drugs are 

discovered and 
developed to treat 

diseases and conditions

RCSI Pharmacy Systems  
Based Approach

8 KEY AREAS COVERED IN RCSI PHARMACY DEGREE

Chemistry
How and why a 
drug’s chemical 
structure affects 
how its acts on the 
body

Life Sciences
Pharmacology, 
immunology, 
microbiology, 
anatomy, 
biochemistry, 
physiology, all 
in the context of 
medicines and 
health

Prescribing
How to safely 
and effectively 
prescribe 
medicines for 
patients

Pharmaceutics
The science and 
art of designing, 
developing, and 
optimizing drug 
dosage forms, 
which are the final 
product (e.g., tablet, 
capsule, or injection) 
that patients use to 
receive a drug

Pharmacy Practice
The scientific 
discipline that 
studies the different 
aspects of the 
practice of pharmacy 
and its impact on 
health care systems, 
medicine use, and 
patient care

Mental Health/ 
Mental Health 
First Aid
Recognise signs 
of mental health 
issues, provide 
initial assistance and 
support, and guide the 
person to appropriate 
treatments and other 
supportive help

Research Skills
How to interpret 
scientific literature 
as well as carry out 
robust research of 
your own

Professionalism
What it means to 
be a professional 
and how to adopt 
the appropriate 
behaviours and 
attitudes
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Michelle Byrne
Pharmacy
“I had always been interested in a career in healthcare and I loved 
science, in particular chemistry, in secondary school. Pharmacy was 
appealing to me as it is a career with lots of patient interaction, while 
also delving into the pharmacology and chemical nature of drugs. The 
degree gives you the best of both worlds! I really love being in RCSI, I 
have made friends for life and have had such great experiences, such as 
taking part in the 8 week Research Summer School programme in a hospital, volunteering 
and being a student ambassador!

Salma Abu Dahab 
Pharmacy
“I’ve always been someone who loves interacting with people and is 
someone who is very passionate about science. I’m really enjoying the 
course so far as it’s a great mix of science, patient care, and practical 
skills which helps us prepare for real-world pharmacy practice. Our 
learning takes place through a variety of teaching methods including 
lectures, case-based workshops, patient-centered care labs, and 

formulation labs. Each week offers something different, which keeps the course engaging 
and dynamic. No two days are the same.”

FURTHER INFORMATION
NFQ: Level 9 

Award: BSc Pharmacy (Hons), MPharm

Awarding Body: Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and National University of Ireland

Duration: 5 years

EU CAO code: RC005

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.RCSI.COM/PHARM
OR CONTACT US ON admissions@rcsi.ie

PHARMACY IN- PERSON ON CAMPUS OPEN DAY,
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 12pm

CONTINUOUS PLACEMENTS
RCSI’s MPharm programme is clinically focused, meaning that the patient is at the 
centre of everything we do. You will have the opportunity to interact with patients 
and participate in various roles through your 5 years. 
Year 1: Site visits to community pharmacy, hospital pharmacy and pharma industry settings 

Year 2: 2 week pharmacy practice placement in community pharmacy

Year 3: Clinical partners placements across a range of hospitals providing maternity, paediatric, 
rehabilitation and cancer care

Year 4: Placement in one of a range of settings, from traditional community or hospital settings to 
Pharmaceutical industry, or role emerging settings such as education, research or regulation. 

Year 5: 8 month patient facing placement in either community or hospital pharmacy

OVERSEAS PLACEMENTS OPPORTUNITIES
Students have the opportunity to participate in overseas electives as well as research and exchange 
programmes with our partner institutions in China, France, Japan and the United States.

BECOME A HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER PHARMACIST
Pharmacists are continuously in high demand as the population grows and ages, and as medicines 
become more complex.  As part of this five-year integrated MPharm programme, students 
graduate with both a BSc (Hons) and a Masters qualification, and are fully qualified to practice in 
Ireland or anywhere in the EU. 

Graduates are well qualified to apply for a range of exciting roles including:

Community Pharmacy / Hospital Pharmacy / Pharmaceutical Industry / Medical Research and 
Development / Regulation / Academia

Join us in our Dublin City campus on Saturday 17 
October from 12pm - 3pm to learn more about 

RCSI’s future ready Pharmacy programme


