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Grant Holder Name

Mr Gregory Nason

Brief biography, including
qualification and year of
graduation (no more than 100
words)
Title of Project/Fellowship

Qualified from TCD 2009 - BA MB BCH BAO (Hons TCD)
MSc in Human Factors and Patient Safety, RCSI - 2014
Higher Surgical Training - RCSI - 2013 - 2019
FRCS Urol- July 2017
Fellowship of European Board of Urology FEBU- 2018
Society of Urologic Oncology Fellowship University of Toronto- July
2018-June
2020 Oncology Fellowship, University of Toronto
Society
of Urologic

Year of Award

2018

Commencement Date

July 2018

Conclusion Date

June 2020

SUMMARY (no more than 250 words)

The University of Toronto fellowship is a two year accredited SUO program. I am the first Irish trainee to
have been awarded an SUO fellowship at UoT.
The first year of the program is a research year- to date i have published 18 articles (with 6 more under
review), presented at 5 international conferences, a won the best poster award at the AUA (the largest
urology conference), in Chicago last year.
The second year of the program is the clinical year. Our base hospital is Toronto General Hospital which is
consistently one of the top 10 hospitals in the world (7th in 2018, 4th in 2019). TGH is a tertiary referral
hospital for Ontario and Canada. The fellowship offers a balance of complex open surgery (radical
cystectomy, salvage prostatectomy, pelvic exenteration, multi-visceral sarcoma resections) as well as
minimally invasive surgery (robotic prostatectomy, robotic RPLND, robotic partial nephrectomy). During the
second year, the fellowship is a pure operating fellowship with 4-5days of OR a week. The consistent
volume of operating was immense and the continuity enhanced my skills and developed my confidence
and independence.
The academic program here was fantastic. Our month journal clubs, weekly teaching rounds
and fellowship seminars were facilitated by world leaders in urologic oncology (Dr Laurie Klotz), radiation
oncology (Dr Padriag Warde) and medical oncologist (Dr Ian Tannock).

1

GRANT REPORT (in the region of but no more than 500 words)

Objectives of Project/Fellowship

1. Competent and independent urologic oncologist
2. Develop academic skill set to train future Irish urologists
3. Improve knowledge in multi-disciplinary clinical work-up, treatment
stratification and perioperative management of complex urological
cancer patients

Yes.
Over 300 complex urologic oncology procedures.

Did you achieve these objectives?

Publications, international presentations and peer review grants and
research awards.
Collaboration with medical/radiation oncology clinics for improved
coordinated individual care plans.

Travelling abroad on fellowship is a hugely expensive ordeal and
involves uprooting your life and family.
In your opinion, what is the value of
your award to yourself?

In your opinion, what is the value of
your award to the institution in
which you worked?

In your opinion, what is the value of
your award to the future of Irish
patients?

Grants such as these help immensely in the early days of the fellowship
to set yourself up to achieve your goals for the fellowship.

Establish both academic and surgical training links between the
University of Toronto and Ireland for future trainees and academic
collaboration. This coming July, another Irish urologist is commencing
the fellowship. I hope my time here has developed an ongoing pathway
for Irish urologists to gain urologic oncology fellowships.

The fellowship has been hugely beneficial to me in developing my
operative skill set, clinical knowledge, leadership skills and confidence.
This honed skill set will serve me well as a consultant to be able to offer
Irish patients the best level of care they deserve. Our health service is
going through many changes and a time of uncertainty- the backbone
of a health service is the staff in it. Irish surgeons are well trained and
return from fellowships abroad eager to work in the Irish system. I am
no different and look forward to returning home in the near future.

Please send this completed form to Ms Ger Conroy (gconroy@rcsi.ie) together with a
photograph representative of your Project/Fellowship.
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