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	Grant Holder Name: Andrew Jerome Hughes, MB BCh BAO MCh FRCS (Tr and Orth) 
	Brief biography including qualification and year of graduation no more than 100 words: I graduated from University College Dublin School of Medicine in 2013. Thereafter, I completed a Master of Surgery (MCh) in 2016, obtained FRCS (Tr&Orth) in 2021 and was awarded my Certificate of Completion of Specialist Training in 2022. I recently completed the 2022/2023 New York University Langone Orthopedic Sports Medicine Fellowship in New York, following the 2021/2022 International Pelvic and Lower Extremity Reconstruction Fellow in the Rothman Orthopaedic Institute in Philadelphia. Currently, I am training on the Complex Joint Reconstruction Fellowship in the Hospital for Special Surgery, New York.
	Title of ProjectFellowship: New York University Langone Orthopedic Sports Medicine  Fellowship 
	Year of Award: 2023
	Commencement Date: 1st August 2022
	Conclusion Date: 31st July 2023
	SUMMARY no more than 250 wordsRow1: NYU Langone Health has a strong tradition of clinical and academic excellence, and is ranked as one of the top orthopaedic institutions in the world. The Department of Sports Medicine offers a one-year fellowship, consisting of rigorous subspecialty training in joint preservation surgery, which focuses on soft tissue, arthroscopic, osteotomy, cartilage restoration and meniscal transplant surgeries. The Fellowship Program offers a high-volume of clinical exposure, to some of the most challenging tertiary-referral cases. An emphasis is placed on state-of-the art patient care and academic excellence, delivered through a faculty committed to fellow education, who are all thought-leaders within their subspecialty fields. Fellows gain experience providing professional sports team coverage, which is an invaluable aspect of the program, with fellows exposed to the inner workings of the National Football League (NFL) and National Hockey League (NHL), as well as contributing to the daily workflow of the NFL Draft Combine on the medical team. The Clinical Research section is unparalleled in productivity. NYU’s Sports Medicine Department is a strong advocate of high-quality research output, contributing scientific papers to each of the annual North American and International Orthopaedic conferences, with manuscripts regularly published in the top peer-reviewed musculoskeletal journals. 
	Objectives of ProjectFellowship: 1. Build an algorithmic approach to managing complex lower limb joint preservation cases2. Complement my surgical training with a complete joint preservation experience;3. Gain experience in new approaches and techniques in the field of lower limb surgery that I am keen to introduce to the Irish health service;4. Broaden my academic base by researching with thought-leaders in the field of ligament reconstruction, osteotomy, cartilage restoration and musculoskeletal allograft transplant surgery.
	In your opinion what is the value of your award to yourself: 1. My Higher Specialty Training in Orthopaedic Surgery has been complimented with a complete joint preservation, cartilage restoration and musculoskeletal allograft transplant experience in a world renowned Orthopaedic institute;2. I am equipped with a subspecialty skillset, enabling me to manage all facets of lower limb musculoskeletal pathology;3. I have been afforded the opportunity to train in robotics, navigation and modern innovative surgical techniques, enabling me to play a pivotal role in introducing such technological advances to the field of Orthopaedic Surgery in Ireland;4. I have gained unmatched research experience in a reputable institution, with a specific emphasis on cartilage repair and regeneration techniques, that are yet to reach the Irish patient population;5. Having trained in a centre of excellence, I have built relationships with thought-leaders in the field of joint preservation and sports surgery, and gained lifelong mentors, with whom I look forward to collaborating for years to come.
	In your opinion what is the value of your award to the institution in which you worked: NYU Langone Health benefitted from my efforts in delivering excellence in perioperative patient-centred care. I was an active member of the call rota and represented the institution whist providing coverage for professional sports teams in the NFL and NHL. I contributed to basic science and clinical teaching of medical students and residents. From a research point of view, I completed over 20 projects, which have been presented nationally and submitted for publication. I played a senior role in the establishment of Multiligamentous Knee Injury, Cartilage Restoration and Hip Preservation databases. On behalf of NYU Langone Health, I collaborated with an international panel of sports surgeons in an effort to build consensus statements on the management of patellofemoral instability and articular cartilage injuries of the knee joint.
	In your opinion what is the value of your award to the future of Irish patients: Joint preservation surgery, particularly cartilage restoration and musculoskeletal allograft transplantation, remains an under-developed orthopaedic subspecialty in Ireland. I have been trained to manage the most complex of periarticular pathologies, and will be in a position to offer this subspecialty service on my return. I gained valuable experience working within the research infrastructure of NYU Langone Health, and plan to introduce similar academic facilities to the Irish system. I look forward to providing a high-volume joint preservation and reconstruction service to the Irish public, to training the next generation of orthopaedic surgeons and to collaborating with my network of mentors at NYU Langone Health.
	Did you achieve these objectives: Yes. The NYU Langone Orthopedic Sports Medicine Fellowship provided me with high-volume surgical training. I was the primary operator for over 700 complex joint preservation procedures, including hip arthroscopy, labral reconstruction, single and multilevel osteotomy, multiligamentous knee reconstruction, cartilage restoration and meniscal allograft transplantation surgeries. I played a senior role in the establishment new research databases and the generation of consensus statements, tackling challenging areas of musculoskeletal care. I have built a network of experienced, world-renowned mentors with whom I look forward to collaborating when I return to Ireland.


